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tempted by the glamour of possible success, but
to take the true measure of their powers. They
must not yield to the temptation to trust to
the flattering judgment that others may form of
their capacities, nor light-heartedly to shoulder a
burden which they may be able to lift but not
to carry. Such natures will sometimes attempt
a great task with a certain glow .and enthusiasm ;
but they must ask themselves humbly how they
will continue to discharge it when the novelty
has worn off, and when the prospect that lies
before them is one of patient and unpraised labour.
It leads to worse disasters to over-estimate one's
powers than to under-estimate them. A man
who over-estimates his capacities is apt to grow
impatient, and even tyrannical, in the presence
of difficulties.
And after all it may be said that humility is a
rarer virtue than confidence; and though it is not
so popular, though it does not appeal so much to
the imagination, it is a quality that may well be
exercised, if it is done without self-consciousness,
in these busy days and in these active western
climes. The best work of the world is done,
as I have said, not by those who organise on a
large scale, but by those who work faithfully on